
 

A change in roles took 
place recently on the 
Board of Supervisors. 
Former chairman Joe 
Plesniak decided to 
offer his Chairman’s 
seat to either of the 
other supervisors who 
might want it. Newly 
elected Supervisor 
Greg Kessler accepted 
the offer and the 
change was made on 
April 1, 2022.  

Greg Kessler became 
the Chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors 
and Joe Plesniak be-
came the Vice-
Chairman. Tim 
Zinkham continues to 
be the third Supervisor 
on the Board. 

Originally from a 

small town just south of 
Buffalo, New York, 
Chair-
man 
Kessler 
and his 
wife 
Julie 
have 
three 
children 
and 
have 
been 
resi-
dents of 
Lancas-
ter 
Township for the past 
15 years. All three of 
their children graduated 
from Seneca Valley 
High School and at-
tended colleges in 
Western PA. The Kess-

Greg Kessler Takes Chairman’s Seat on Board of Supervisors 

LANCASTER 
TOWNSHIP 

113 KINGS ALLEY 
HARMONY, PA 16037 

 2022 Edition 

Lancaster Township 
Newsletter 

Highlights: 

 Spring Road Maintenance, 
P.2 

 Clean-Up Days Coupon, 
P.2 

 Police Safety, P.3 

 Voting Information, P.3 

 Historical Records Com-
mittee, P.4 

 Meet the New Township 
Manager, P.5 

 Harmony Fire District, 
P.5 

 A Guide to Permits, P.6 

 lers are members of 
Saint Gregory’s 

Church.  

Chairman 
Kessler 
was first 
elected to 
the Board 
of Supervi-
sors on 
November 
2, 2021. He 
brings a 
wealth of 
business 
experience 
to his role 
as Chair-

man of the Board of 
Supervisors.  

As Vice-President of 
Sales for Resco Prod-
ucts, Inc., Mr. Kessler 
has responsibility for 

over 150 employees and 
annual sales of over 
$200 million. Mr. Kess-
ler has extensive experi-
ence with preparing, 
implementing, and 
overseeing budgets, 
meetings and large-
scale projects. In his job 
he is required to put 
together short-term and 
long-term strategic 
plans, monitor the re-
sults and ensure the 
organization is on track 
to achieve the goals set.  

It is also very important 
to Chairman Kessler to 
apply the values of hon-
esty, hard work, com-
mitment and communi-
ty to his role serving 
Lancaster Township as 
Chairman of the Board 
of Supervisors.  

Greg Kessler took the Chair-
man’s seat on the Board of 
Supervisors on April 1, 2022.  

Renovations Coming Soon to Bauder Park 
Lancaster Township 
was the proud winner 
of a grant from the 
Butler County Local 
Park Renovation Pro-
gram in March of 
2022. The township 
won $3,349.75 from 
Butler County to 
spend on renovations 
and upgrades to Bau-
der Park. The town-
ship will spend 
$1,116.58 toward the 
project. 
 
The first project in-

cludes sandblasting and 
undercoating with rub-
ber the children’s play-
ground equipment, 
which has grown rusty 
over the years. Next, 
new engineered wood 
fiber fall surfacing will 
be added to the areas 
underneath the play-
ground equipment to 
enhance safety. Next, 
the small rocks that are 
currently located 
around many of the 
trees in Bauder Park 
will be replaced with 

mulch. Finally, the two 
wooden “Community 

Park Rules” signs under 

the picnic pavilion will 
be replaced with metal 

composite signs 
that are weather-
resistant.  
 
Most of the work 
will be performed 
by Township 
Public Works 
employees, but 
contractors will 
be hired for the 
sandblasting and 
sign-making por-
tions of the reno-

vations project. 

Renovations will take place at 
Bauder Park this spring, thanks to 
a grant from Butler County. 



 

 

Township Roads Refreshed with Spring Maintenance Work 
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Lancaster Township Community Clean-Up Days 

2022 Lancaster Township Community Clean-Up Days Coupon 

Monday-Friday, June 6-10, 2022: 8:00am-2:00pm 
Saturday, June 11, 2022: 8:00am-12:00pm 

Seneca Landfill - 421 Hartmann Road, Evans City, PA 16033 
Lancaster Township Residents Only, One Truckload Per Household Limit 

All participants must fill out this coupon and present it upon arrival. No photocopies will be accepted.  
Valid ID is required and addresses must match. Limit one coupon per address. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________Phone: _______________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Number and Type of Items Brought to Landfill:_______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*For a list of acceptable and prohibited items please see the details above in this newsletter* 
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 

 

Seneca Landfill has once again graciously partnered with Lancaster Township to host its 
residents the week of June 6, 2022 to dispose of unwanted items.  
Participants must present Clean-Up Days Coupon below to participate.  
Limit one (1) truckload per household. Please Print Legibly.  

 
 

Prohibited Items: 
-Live ammunition/explosives 
-Appliances containing Freon* 
-Over-sized tires/tires on rims 
-Propane cylinders 
-Liquids 

*All appliances containing Freon must be tagged indicating that Freon was properly evacuated prior to being accepted at the landfill. 
Please contact the Department of Environmental Protection at 814-332-6945 for additional information. 

Acceptable Items:  
-Furniture 
-Tires (off the rim) 2 per family 
-Empty (or dried up) paint cans 
-Large & small appliances* 
(tagged that Freon has been  
removed by a licensed  
professional) 

Acceptable Items to keep separate:  
-Metals 
-Motor oil 
-Batteries 
-UNBROKEN E-Waste: Computer 
towers, keyboards, printers, other 
peripherals. Televisions & Computer 
Monitors - Limit 1 per coupon 

The Lancaster Township Pub-
lic Works Department, head-
ed by Roadmaster Mike Spik-
er, is tasked with maintaining, 
repairing and restoring 40 
miles of Lancaster Township 
roadways.  
 
Their work is most often no-
ticed by township residents in 
the winter when they are hard 
at work at all hours of the day 
and night plowing snow and 
applying salt, antiskid and salt 
brine to the roads to keep 
them clear of ice and safe for 
drivers.  

However, the Public Works 
Department works year round 
to keep the township roads 
clear and maintained for the 
benefit of all. 
 
This spring, Mr. Spiker and 
his crew will be hard at work 
patching potholes, using exca-
vators to clean debris and 
leaves out of ditches, crack 
sealing roads, and overseeing 
the tarring and chipping of 
township roads. Street sweep-
ing will also take place this 
spring in an effort to push 
winter maintenance materials 

off the edges of the roads. 
 
Crack seal-
ing is sched-
uled to take 
place this 
spring on 
Camp Run 
Rd., Liberty 
Rd. and 
High Acres 
Rd. 
 
In mid-
summer, 
tarring and 
chipping will take place on the 

same roads, as well as on 
Swain Hill Rd.  
 
As your Public 
Works Depart-
ment is out 
maintaining the 
roadways, all 
township resi-
dents are asked 
to please slow 
down and drive 
with caution for 
the safety of the 
Public Works 
Department 

workers.  

Township roadways that will be 
tarred and chipped this year 
include Camp Run Rd., Liberty 
Rd., High Acres Rd. and Swain 
Hill Rd. 



The goal of the Lancaster 
Township Police Department 
is to provide safety and quali-
ty of life to the residents of the 
township with professional-
ism, respect, integrity and 
dedication.  

Managed by Sergeant Mike 
Cornell, the Lancaster Town-
ship Police Department em-
ploys five full-time officers 
and five part-time officers. 
The department provides po-
lice protection 24 hours a day. 
The department covers ap-
proximately 24 square miles 
and a population of 2,800 
residents.   

All officers have met all of the 
requirements mandated by the 
Pennsylvania Municipal Po-
lice Officers’ Education and 
Training Commission. All 
officers continue their educa-
tion throughout their time 
with our department and spe-
cialize in multiple areas to 
better serve the community.  

The department is equipped 
with three marked units and 
one unmarked unit. All patrol 
cars are equipped with First 
Aid and CPR supplies along 

with AEDs, laptop comput-
ers, printers, Jetpacks 
(portable WiFi routers), and 
fire extinguishers.  

In order to reach a Lancaster 
Township police officer, the 
fire department or EMS, you 
must call Butler County 9-1-1. 
Butler County 9-1-1 emergen-
cy services manages all calls 
and dispatches them to the 
proper departments. Calling 
the office number or on-call 
number may delay the ser-
vices or responses needed. 
While some residents feel 
their issue may not be an 
emergency, it is important to 
realize that by calling 9-1-1 all 
calls will be tracked and dis-
patched to the proper emer-
gency personnel to ensure 
proper response and follow-
up. An emergency is any situ-
ation that requires immediate 
assistance from police, fire, or 
EMS personnel. Some exam-
ples include: 

 Report of a car accident 
(while someone with an 
injury is more important, 
any accident should be 

reported) 

 Report of 
a crime in 
progress 
(however, 
all crimes 
should be 
reported 
in a time-
ly manner) 

 Medical emergency 

 Suspicious person or 
vehicle 

 Missing persons regard-
less of age 

 Fires 

 Domestic (screaming, 
yelling or physical) 

 Drunk driving / careless, 
reckless driving 

 Well-being checks on 
person, property, animals 

 Fraud 

 Ordinance violations 

 Fingerprinting 

 Phone call request for a 
copy of a police report or 
a follow-up on an exist-
ing case or to provide 
more information.  

The community center is 
also the location where the 
Board of Supervisors holds 
its regularly scheduled 
monthly business meetings 
on the third Monday of the 
month at 6pm.  

In addition, the community 
center is available for daily 
rentals for parties and 
events. The space includes a 
newly renovated kitchen 
with a large refrigerator, 
freezer, stove and oven, 
sinks and counter space. 
There are tables and chairs 

All residents of Lancaster 
Township vote in the newly 
renovated Lancaster Town-
ship Community Center, 
located at 113 Kings Alley.  

The primary election will 
take place on May 17, 2022, 
from 7am-8pm. The last day 
to register to vote in the pri-
mary is May 2, 2022. 

The general election will take 
place on November 8, 2022, 
from 7am-8pm. The last day 
to register to vote in the gen-
eral election is October 24, 
2022. 

available for 
seating up to 60 
people in the 
community cen-
ter. There are 
men’s and wom-
en’s restroom 
facilities in the 
community cen-
ter, as well.  

Outside there is 
a large covered 
picnic pavilion 
which is includ-
ed in the daily rental fee. 
There is also an ADA-

On the Front Lines of Safety: Lancaster Township Police Department 

Vote in the Community Center at 113 Kings Alley 

In order to reach a 

Lancaster Township 

police officer, you 

must call Butler 

County 9-1-1. While 

some residents feel 

their issue may not 

be an emergency, it 

is important to 

realize that by 

calling 9-1-1 all 

calls will be tracked 

to ensure proper 

response. 
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Voting for all Lancaster Township residents 
takes place at the Lancaster Township Com-
munity Center at 113 Kings Alley off of Rt. 19 

accessible children’s park, a 
basketball court, and a 
baseball diamond available 
for the public’s use.  



 

Historical Records Committee Offers Knowledge of Township History 
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Are you a Lancaster Town-
ship history buff? Take this 
quiz to see if you know your 
local history:  
 
1) Which of the town-

ship’s waterways was 
named for a 
hunter/
trapper who 
was found 
living alone 
in a small 
cabin when 
surveyors 
first came to 
the township 
in the mid-
1780s?  

2) Which 
church has 
the oldest 
continuously 
worshipping 
congregation 
in the town-
ship? 

3) How many 
one-room 
school houses were in 
operation in the town-
ship in the 1880s?  

4) Which road was the 
first road to be paved in 
the township and in 
what year was it 
paved?  

 
See the end of this article to 
view the answers. 
 
If you love learning about 
local history, you can visit 
the Lancaster Township 
History Center and become 
involved with the Lancaster 
Township Historical Rec-
ords Committee.  
 
The History Center is locat-
ed at 497 Perry Highway in 
the building behind Sally’s 
Cider Press. It is open to the 
public on the third Saturday 
of every month from 1-3pm, 
as well as on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 1-3pm, 

provided that volunteers are 
available to staff the office. 
 
If the building is open there 
will be an “Open” flag fly-
ing by the door.  
 

Visitors to the Lancaster 
Township History Center 
can view the historical dis-
plays in the office, including 
portraits of the first pioneer 
families to settle in the 
township, historical news-
papers, family trees and 
other historical records. 
Lancaster Township souve-
nirs are available for sale. 
 
The Lancaster Township 
Historical Records Commit-
tee allows visitors to its 
office to access the wealth 
of information available on 
Ancestry.com, as well as on 
Newspapers.com with sub-
scriptions paid for by the 
Lancaster Township Histor-
ical Records Committee. In 
addition, many of the vol-
unteers are longtime resi-
dents of the township and 
know a wealth of infor-
mation about the town-
ship’s history.  

The organization’s largest 
event of the year is Heritage 
Day, formerly known as 
Old Home Day, which 
takes place on the first Sun-
day of November from 1-
4pm. The event takes place 
in the Lancaster Township 
Community Center. Volun-
teers are needed to help 
with the event.  
 
The event is free to attend. 
Members of the public are 
invited to enjoy refresh-
ments, listen to a speaker, 
view historical displays and 
learn about the history of 
the township and its sur-
rounding region.  
 
The Historical Records 
Committee will also have its 
2023 calendars for sale at 
Heritage Day. The calendar 
is a fundraiser for the organ-

ization and allows holiday 
gift-givers an opportunity to 
show pride in Lancaster 
Township.  

Answers:  
 
1) Scholar’s Run is named 

for Eli Scholar, a hunter/
trapper who, in the mid-
1780s, lived alone in a 
small cabin at the head-
waters of the waterway 
that still bears his name. 
When other settlers moved 
into the township in 1796, 
the solitary hunter had 
disappeared. 

2) St. John’s Lutheran 
“Stone Church” dates 
back to 1806 when the 
congregation was first 
founded, originally meet-
ing in a barn. In 1818 a 
log building was erected. 
The cornerstone of the 
current building was laid 
on June 24, 1829, and 
was dedicated on July 8, 
1832.  

3) In the 1880s seven one-
room schoolhouses 
were located geo-
graphically 
throughout the 
township so that 
everyone could walk 
to school. Drawings 
of each schoolhouse 
are on display in 
the History Center. 
The schoolhouse 
drawings were 
sketched by art 
teacher Bill Perry in 
2000. 
4) Rt. 19 Perry 
Highway was the 
first road to be 
paved in the town-
ship. The paving 
was started in 1928 
and finished in 
1929. Most other 
township roads 
were not paved 
until the 1950s. 

 

Among the many displays at the Lancaster 
Township History Center are sketches of the 
one-room schoolhouses that used to exist in 
the township.   

The Lancaster Township History Center is lo-
cated at 497 Perry Highway behind Sally’s Cider 
Press. A flag flies by the front door when the 
office is open. Hours are Tues. & Thurs. from 1-
3pm, as well as the third Sat. of the month from 
1-3pm, provided volunteers are available for 
staffing. 



 

C. Michael Foote joined the 
Township on September 20, 
2021, as its new manager. 

Michael was most recently the 
Borough Manager for Indiana 
Borough, PA. Prior to Indi-
ana, Michael was the Sustain-
ability and Solid Waste Man-
ager for the City of Reading.  

Michael is relatively new to 
Pennsylvania after spending 
20 years in the Mountain 
West.  

He spent 30 
years in the 
private sec-
tor, both self
-employed 
and working 
for a variety 
of businesses 
ranging from 
Fortune 500 
to family 
owned.  

That private 
sector expe-
rience has 

informed Michael 
when working with 
smaller, locally 
owned businesses to 
support their suc-
cess. He has collabo-
rated effectively 
with the business 
sector in  each of the 
communities he has 
worked in.  

He began his munic-
ipal career with the 
City of Gillette, 
Wyoming, as their 

New Township Manager Brings a Wealth of Experience 

Construction on New Harmony Fire District Station Underway 
Fire District has taken on, and 
we are making sure we do it 
right. We have spent years 

working on design, determin-
ing what our requirements are 
and ensuring we are building 
what we need.  
 
Our new building will not 
only benefit the southern are-
as of our district, but will al-
low 24-hour-a-day staffing 
which can decrease response 
times by 5-7 minutes, allow-
ing us to be anywhere within 
the fire district area much 
quicker.  
 
Today’s fires burn faster be-
cause modern construction 

involves significantly more 
synthetic and composite mate-
rials, and many of the items in 

your home are 
now petroleum
-based.  This 
causes fires to 
grow quicker, 
requiring faster 
intervention to 
save life and 
property. The 
new fire sta-
tion, along 
with the in-
creased re-
sponders in 
Lancaster 
Township, will 
directly affect 

our ability to combat this 
growing change.  
 
While this is all very exciting 
for us, we still need more 
members. This is a common 
problem across the state for 
volunteer fire companies. We 
are having success with main-
taining a strong reputation for 
a professional group of com-
petent firefighters. This has 
allowed us to attract qualified 
volunteers with years of expe-
rience to choose our area to 
move to.  
 

“Our new 

building will 

allow 24-hour-a

-day staffing, 

which can 

decrease 

response times 

by 5-7 minutes.” 
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The new Harmony Fire District Station will be 
located at 424 S. Main St. in Zelienople. 

Charles Michael Foote, 
MPA, has been the Town-
ship Manager since Septem-
ber, 2021. 

first Sustainability Manger. 
He enjoyed public service so 
much he decided to return to 
school to obtain a second 
master’s degree in public ad-
ministration. Michael earned 
his MPA from the University 
of Wyoming and an MA in 
Psychology from Naropa Uni-
versity, Boulder, CO. 

Michael is eager to assist the 
township as it grows  due to 
the desirable lifestyle Lancas-
ter offers. 

We are growing our Junior 
brigade as well, which allows 
teenagers between the ages of 
14-17 to join and receive train-
ing and real-world experience 
that  can prepare them for 
senior membership when they 
turn 18. Anyone interested in 
joining the Harmony Fire 
District, please visit our web-
site at http://
harmonyfire22.org. Click 
“Join Us” and then click 
“Apply Now.” Visit the web-
site for updates on the pro-
gress of construction of the 
new fire station.  Please also 
consider following one of our 
social media pages for the 
latest information on our or-
ganization and to learn of 
incidents in the area.  

BY KEVIN BEHUN 
President, Harmony Fire District 
 
The Harmony Fire District, 
which serves Harmony and 
Zelienople Boroughs, as well 
as Jackson and Lancaster 
Townships, has had a lot go-
ing on recently. As the area 
continues to grow, our num-
ber of responses are growing, 
as well. Over the last two 
years, we have answered calls 
for help over 1,000 times. 
 
The pandemic was tough on 
us, but we are bouncing back 
strong. We are seeing more 
and more reliable responses 
out of our substation in Mid-
dle Lancaster. The increase in 
population in Lancaster 
Township has seen several 
members relocate to the area, 
as well as helped us recruit 
new members. While this is 
exciting for us, we are also 
very excited about the pro-
gress with our new fire station 
that will begin construction 
this summer at the former 
Jack Hockenberger Motors 
site on Main Street in Zelien-
ople. The new building will 
serve as our headquarters for 
decades to come. This is the 
biggest project the Harmony 



 

 
 

113 Kings Alley 
Harmony, PA 16037 

Phone: 724-452-7213 
Fax: 724-453-0129 

Email: manager@lancaster-
township.com 

LANCASTER 
TOWNSHIP 

A Guide to Permits in Lancaster Township 

Our Website is updated frequently 
with new and important 

information. It also contains a 
wealth of information that residents 

might need. Check it out: 
www.lancaster-township.com 

If you’re considering construction on your Lancaster 
Township property, review the table below to determine 
what kind of permit you might need. Residents can print 
building permits from the township website at: 
www.lancaster-township.com and e-mail them directly to 
the township manager at: manager@lancaster-
township.com. The review process takes between 2-3 
weeks. Once your permit is issued, you will be notified the 
permit is ready for you to pick up. Building permits must 
be paid for in the Municipal Office by check. Call the 
Township Municipal Office at (724) 452-7213 with any 
questions. 

 New home 
 Swimming pool (more than 24 inches deep) 
 Hot tub 
 Detached structure  
 Attached structure 
 Deck / Porch  

 
 

Building Permit 
**Available on township website** 

 New septic system 
 Repairs to an existing septic system 

On Lot Sewage Disposal Permit 
**Available in office only** 

 New driveway 
 Paving an existing gravel driveway 

Driveway Permit 
**Available on township website** 
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Lancaster Township Board of Supervisors 
 

Chairman: Gregory T. Kessler 
Vice-Chairman: Joseph D. Plesniak 

Supervisor: Timothy S. Zinkham 
 

Board of Supervisors Meetings:  
 

Agenda Prep Meeting: 1st Monday of each month via Zoom  
**Visit the township’s website for the link to attend each month’s meeting.** 

 
Business Meeting: 3rd Monday of each month at 6:00pm  

 
Lancaster Township Municipal Building: (724) 452-7213 

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:30am-4:30pm 
Monday and Friday: By appointment 


