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Local government is the backbone of Pennsylvania’s governmental struc-
ture and has the responsibility to plan and take charge rather than doing 
nothing. To do nothing can put planning in the hands of others. All land 
use decisions begin with a plan. Whether the idea for development is that 
of an individual prepared and submitted or that of something suggested in 
a plan prepared for the community and adopted by the governing body 

there is a plan. Even no plan is a plan of some sort. Municipal government must recognize that no one person, 
agency or group controls the development process. Government’s responsibility is to provide a framework for 
change. Without a framework or plan, the development process is reactive. This reactive process results in piece-
meal uncoordinated development. The courts have labeled it disjointed incrementalism. Early in the 20th Century 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., renowned community planner in Pennsylvania, observed that lack of planning results 
in a “. . . drifting hand-to-mouth policy of doing only what must be done today.” This practice puts planning in the 
hands of others. The choice is up to the elected official, to plan or not to plan for the community? Local govern-
ment can provide a framework for change. Elected officials make the decision whether a community wants to 

react on an ad-hoc basis or decide if their citizens are better served by a proactive approach that plans for the future. Everyone has a part in 
their community and should let officials know their preference whether to plan or not to plan. Today, municipal plans mean more than in the 
past. State agencies are required to consider and rely upon plans and zoning ordinances that are generally consistent. Without a plan, state 
agencies, developers, elected officials and landowners have nothing to guide them in the decision-making process. The Pennsylvania Munici-
palities Planning Code (MPC) has been modernized to make it easier than ever to plan and plan cooperatively. Opportunities abound for those 
officials interested in shaping future land use patterns in their communities. A comprehensive plan is more that just a document disclosing 
past and present land use trends with a proposed course of action. It is a process of organizing for the future. It creates a blueprint for our land 
use patterns of tomorrow. Even to not plan is a strategy for dealing with what lies ahead. Community planning is an organized way or process 
of thinking about tomorrow. By thinking about how a community changed in the past, can help predict what changes might be in store for the 
future. When this type of thinking translates into action, it needs to be done in an orderly fashion and made part of a routine administrative 
process. Pennsylvanians know that land is one of our most valuable natural resources and the way it is used or developed creates a significant 
part of our physical surroundings. Any change in land use becomes a permanent part of our daily lives in the future. Yet all valuable resources 
must be used reasonably, economically and equitably to benefit both the property owner’s interest as well as the general public. An important 
power of local government is to plan for and guide the way land resources are used. MPC Section 301 (a) requires each municipal comprehen-
sive plan to have nine elements. Collectively these basic elements should present a composite vision of private and public development for the 
future based on a statement of community development goals and objectives. Each and every basic element is linked, interrelated or connect-
ed. There are a multitude of interrelationships among and between the required comprehensive plan elements. A summary of the required plan 
elements derived from MPC sections 301 (a) follows:  

1) A statement of community development goals and objectives that chart the location, character and timing of future development.  
2) A plan for land use identifying the amount, intensity, character and timing of land use.  
3) A plan to meet housing needs of present residents and those families anticipated to live in the municipality as well as accommodating new housing in 

different dwelling types and at appropriate densities for households of all income levels. 
4) A transportation plan. 
5) A community facilities plan.  
6) A statement of the interrelationships among the various plan components which estimates the environmental, energy conservation, fiscal, economic devel-

opment and social consequences on the municipality. 
7) A discussion of short- and long-range plans implementation strategies. 
8) A statement indicating that existing and proposed development is compatible with plans and development in contiguous municipalities. This statement 

should indicate that existing and proposed development is generally consistent with the objectives and plans of the county comprehensive plan.  

9) A plan for the protection of natural and historic resources to the extent the municipalities are not limited by other federal or state statutes, these resources 

include, wetlands, aquifer recharge zones, woodlands, steep slopes, prime agricultural land, flood plain, unique natural areas and historic sites. 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (2001), The Comprehensive Plan in Pennsylvania. Retrieved from dced.pa.gov 

The Comprehensive Plan process will kick off in earnest in April 2019. A group of 11 dedicated individuals will be working together to 
go through this important process with representatives from Gannett Fleming. There will be multiple opportunities over the next 16 

months for public participation to occur in a variety of formats. Join the Committee for a Public Input Session May 22nd 
at 6PM at the Lancaster Township Community Center.   
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L a n c a s t e r  t o w n s h i p  r o a d  d e p a r t m e n t

What is chip sealing—and why is it done on Township roadways? One of the best ways to extend the life of asphalt pavement is the use of 
Chip Seal, a preservation treatment that supports the integrity of a road by protecting its surface.  The application of chip seal is comparable to 
using a layer of wax to protect one’s car from harsh elements that can rust the car’s exterior. Acting as a “waterproofing membrane,” chip seal 
shields the road’s surface from the damaging effects of sun and water and combats oxidation that causes asphalt to become brittle and more 
susceptible to fractures or cracks. It also helps the road shed water, which restricting water’s ability to seep into the road’s base material and 
compromise the road’s integrity.  

Application 
During the chip seal application, liquid asphalt emulsion is sprayed onto the road’s surface, which is then covered with fine aggregate. Rollers 
follow to embed the crushed aggregate into the emulsion and sweepers then remove remaining loose aggregate. 
After the Chip Seal cures a Fog Seal is typically applied. This application helps to significantly reduce tire noise, eliminate dust, and bind the 
remaining aggregate into a black, hard-wearing surface. 
Benefits 
1) Shields the road from UV damage and water infiltration
2) Prolongs life of the roadway
3) Increases friction between the rubber and roadway, helping to contribute to less motor vehicle accidents
4) Cost effective
What to expect?
Portions of the following roads will have a tar & chip seal application completed on them throughout the summer. Little Creek Road, Crab Run
Road, Woodlands Road, Ragan Road, Albert Drive, Dogwood Drive, and American School Road. Residents impacted by any closures will
receive notification 1 week prior. Closures will not exceed 15 minutes in length. If there are any questions, please contact the Roadmaster,
Mike Spiker at 724-452-7213, ext. 5.

Seneca Landfill has once again graciously partnered with Lancaster Township to host 
its residents the week of June 3rd, 2019 to dispose of unwanted items. Please see the 
attached presentation card below. It MUST BE PRESENTED IN ORDER TO PAR-

TICIPATE. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY.  

Acceptable Items: Furniture, Tires (2 PER FAMILY, OFF THE RIM), Empty Paint 
Cans (dried is acceptable), Large & Small Appliances (must 
be tagged that Freon has been properly evacuated by a li-
censed professional), Metals, Motor Oil (in a separate con-
tainer), Batteries, and unbroken E-waste: Keyboards, Com-
puters, Printers, etc. 

TELEVISIONS & MONITORS: 1 PER HOUSEHOLD 

PROHIBITED ITEMS: Live Ammunition/Explosives, Oversized Tires, Tires 
on rims, Liquids,  and Propane Cylinders.  

For additional information on disposal and 
recycling items, please visit    
ww.lancaster-township.com and choose 
the Butler County Guide for Hard to    
Recycle Items for more recycling        
opportunities and information.   

All appliances containing Freon must be 
tagged indicating that the Freon was 
properly evacuated prior to being accepted 
at the landfill. Please contact the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection at 814-
332-6945 for additional information.

L a n c a s t e r  t o w n s h i p  c l e a n - u p  d a y s

LANCASTER TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CLEAN ‐UP  

MONDAY  ‐ FRIDAY, JUNE 3 ‐ JUNE 7:  8:00AM — 2:00PM 

SATURDAY, JUNE 8:  8:00AM — 12:00PM

Seneca Landfill Site ‐ 421 Hartmann Road, Evans City, PA 16033 

TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS ONLY, ONE TRUCKLOAD LIMIT.   

Must fill out this card and bring it with you, coupons will not be printed on site.  

VALID ID WILL BE REQUIRED & ADDRESSES MUST MATCH. LIMIT 1 COUPON PER ADDRESS 

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Number & Type of Items Brought to the Landfill: _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*For a list of acceptable and prohibited items, please see the details above in this newsle er*

 **PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY** 
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B o y  S c o u t  T r o o p  3 6 0

The Boy Scout Troop local to Lancaster Township is Troop 360 and includes both a Boy Scout Troop and a Cub Scout Troop. The Scouts are 
actively seeking young boys who want to enjoy a variety of activities such as, bike riding, hiking, and fishing just to name a few. Enjoy the 
camaraderie of scouting and learn to Be Prepared and all other tenets of Scouting.   

The Cub Scout Pack is for children ages, 5-11. All others, aged 11—18 are welcomed to participate with the Boy Scout Troop in the many 
joys and educational opportunities that the Boy Scouts can bring while developing wonderful character traits in young men. are invited to join 
us at the Lancaster Township  Community Center the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month from 7PM—8PM. Boys 11-18 are invited to join us 
at the Lancaster Township Community Center each Monday of each month  from 7PM—9PM. For additional information, please contact 
Chad Gallagher (724-272-1555) or Jim English (724-368-8310).  

The Lancaster Township History Center is celebrating its 20th Anniversary in 2020! What an amazing milestone...the History Center, located 
behind Sally’s Cider Press on Route 19 in Middle Lancaster is supported faithfully by 5 Lancaster Township resident volunteers and 6 non-
resident supporters. Without these folks working collaboratively, many of the offerings of the Lancaster Township History Center would not 
be made possible. With that in mind, if you or anyone you may know would be interested in volunteering or participating in any capacity, the 
Historical Records Committee would value and welcome your input. The group needs additional volunteers to further its mission and by and 
large work together to keep the history of Lancaster Township alive and available for review, reflection, and remembrance. Please consider 
participating on some level. The Lancaster Township History Center is open Tuesday & Thursday from 1PM—3PM and the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month from 6PM—8PM. Come meet us and get plugged in, helping preserve the past for the sake of the future! Working together to 
plan Old Home Day, organizing the annual calendar fundraiser, or contribute to documenting local & regional history. The Historical Records 
Committee is located behind Sally’s Cider Press with easy access off of Route 19 in Middle Lancaster.  

The Historical Records Committee is actively engaged in planning Old Home Day 2019 and is hoping to make it as special as ever. Old Home 

Day will be held November 3, 2019. In addition to planning Old Home Day, the volunteers of the History Center would like to interview resi-
dents of Lancaster Township who would consider discussing their memories of years gone by...ideas being sought after include, square danc-
ing events at the Middle Lancaster Schoolhouse, Church information and events, as well as any others that would be important to preserve and 
make note of! If you have anything to contribute, please do consider contacting a member of the Historical Records Committee on Facebook 
by searching for “Lancaster Township Historical Center”.  

  SAVE THE DATE! 

           OLD HOME DAY, NOVEMBER 3,  2019

L a n c a s t e r  t o w n s h i p  H i s t o r i c a l  C e n t e r
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L a n c a s t e r  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  

Activity requiring police intervention, police services, or any other type of police function ceases to be a problem relegated to a 
specific geographical area. Drug interdiction, domestic violence, theft, and any other host of problems occur in and around the 
community you reside in. Having an established 24 Hour, 7 Day a week police presence not only helps to enhance call response 
times, but also challenges those engaged in illicit behavior to be ever vigilant. While not a deterrent, a strong offense is always 
the best defense. If at any time you see something peculiar or raises any suspicions, call 911 immediately. Do not delay, sec-
onds, minutes can matter. Dial 911. If you ever need to speak with a Township Police Officer, it is imperative to dial 911 and 
request a phone call. Township staff and other officials are not permitted to request Officers to return to the Township Admin-
istrative building. The Lancaster Township Police Department is staffed, full time by the following Officers: Sgt. Cornell, Pa-
trolman Altman, Patrolman Magness, and Patrolman Grooms and the following Officers are employed part-time, Patrolman 
Adomaitis, Patrolman Dodson, Patrolman Pipkin, Patrolman Schaffner, and Patrolman Murphy.  

Details on the volume and types of calls being handled on a daily basis, 24/7 are provided below. You will notice that the years 
are broken down in each column. Year to date data has been provided and reflects available information from January 1, 
2019—March 1, 2019. Should you ever have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak with Sergeant Cornell or any other 
Patrolman. The Township is staffed with 4 Full-Time Officers, including Sergeant Cornell. In addition to the Full-Time Offic-
ers, there are 5 Part-Time Officers and 1 Part-Time Detective who works in conjunction with the department for all criminal 
complaints.  

 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 2016 2017 2018 2019 – 1/1 ‐ 3/1 

Avg. Daily Calls 3.12 4.5 5.05 6.14 

Call Growth YOY 297 307 312 327 

Officers Per Capita 127 183 198 249 

Medical Response 64 72 117 17 

Police Dept.  Ini ated 
Life Saving Measures 

(CPR/AED) 

1 2 6 2 

Domes c Violence 11 14 13 4 

Drug Arrests 9 14 14 3 

Alcohol Arrests 1 11 17 4 

Alarms 33 31 47 12 

Breaking/Entering 1 2 
  

4 0 

The /Burglary 7 9 8 0 

Fatality (MVA) 1 1 2 0 

Fatality (DOA) 0 3 3 0 

Traffic Calls 206 639 761 193 

Cita ons Issued 107 517 420 94 

Warnings Issued 94 122 247 73 

Traffic Accidents 14 21 31 6 

Road Department Call 
Out by Police 

31 54 63 23 

Req. Bldg Checks 2 2 7 4 

Total Incidents/Calls 1139 1643 1779 448 

% Increase   44.2% 8.3%   
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2 0 2 0  C E N S U S  

There’s more riding on the 2020 census than a national head count. Beyond the population numbers, demographic infor-
mation and statistics the census will sort out, the process the U.S. Census Bureau will use will test the reliability of 
smartphone technology. “There are some concerns,” said Fernando E. Armstrong, regional director of the Census Bureau. 
Armstrong is based in Philadelphia and leads the area that’s covered by the bureau’s office in Cranberry, which opened Fri-
day.  The office will administer a vast area that goes from Susquehanna County to Cleveland, Ohio. It’s a nondescript suite 
in an office park. The American flag next to the door is the only clue it’s affiliated with the government, and the desks were 
bare Friday. Soon, it will be bustling with activity as the Census brain trust for the region and will ultimately oversee 57,000 
people who will work to complete the 2020 census. “I think that 2020 will be a very special census in many, many ways,” 
Armstrong said. “We are going to leverage technology to a level that we have never done before. We hope it will work. 
“Census takers will be exclusively hired online and will use smartphones to do their work. They’ll be doing so at a time 
when digital security is a concern for many people and they’re skeptical of institutions, including the government, and how 
these groups handle personal information, Armstrong said. Because of that, the Census Bureau needs to be able to guarantee 
the information they gather is secure, and they’ve invested a lot of resources to do so. “Every test we have gotten seems to 
say it will work,” Armstrong said. The bureau also is working to educate government officials and spread the word about the 
online process prospective Census workers must complete to be considered for a job. In the past, this has been done at com-
munity meetings and workshops. That won’t be the case this time around. “People that want to work for us, they have to go 
online — and they can only go online,” Armstrong said. “That is a challenge. “For every one person hired, the Census bu-
reau will have to evaluate 10 people for the job — which further illustrates how tough a task it’s going to be, Armstrong said. 
The Census Bureau needs people who live in and know the area they’ll be working to gather information, he said. They also 
need to pass background checks and be able to use a smartphone to process the information they gather. It’s work that needs 
to be done and done right, Butler County Commissioner Kim Geyer said. Before she became involved in government, Geyer 
said, she didn’t know the importance of the census, but as a commissioner she attested to how census numbers are used by 
county officials each day. “We need to take this seriously,” Geyer said. “We need to help create awareness and help educate 
people. “State and federal subsidies and grants use census data, and the population count determines congressional appor-
tionments. “Today, more and more public and private sector decisions are based on data-driven algorithms,” Cranberry Su-
pervisor Richard Hadley said. “Without good data, we won’t have good decisions. “It’s a sentiment that echoes the message 
being spread in Westmoreland County, where officials formed a complete count committee to educate people about the im-
portance of the census. “There’s a danger that some folks may not be counted, and that is just not OK,” Phil Koch, executive 
director of The Community Foundation of Westmoreland County, a local grant-making organization, said in February. “And 
we looked at, who are those people that may be at risk of not being counted? It’s vulnerable populations and vulnerable com-
munities. “This is a privilege we have every 10 years. We need to capitalize on this time,” Geyer said.  
Davidson, Tom. “Census Director: 2020 Count Will Be Test of Technology, Public Trust.” Tribune Review, 7 Apr. 2019. 
 

2 0 2 0  C E N S U S  a n d  T h e  I m p a c t  t o  L a n c a s t e r  
T o w n s h i p  

The framers of the Constitution of the United States chose population to be the basis for sharing political power, not wealth or land. 

“Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their 
respective Numbers…” 
 The Constitution of the United States, Article I, Section 2. 

A census aims to count the entire population of a country, and at the location where each person usually lives. The census asks questions of 
people in homes and group living situations, including how many people live or stay in each home, and the sex, age and race of each person. 
The goal is to count everyone once, only once, and in the right place. 

How the Census Benefits Your Community 

Federal funds, grants and support to states, counties and communities are based on population totals and breakdowns by sex, age, race and other 
factors. Your community benefits the most when the census counts everyone. When you respond to the census, you help your community gets 
its fair share of the more than $675 billion per year in federal funds spent on schools, hospitals, roads, public works and other vital programs. 

Businesses use census data to decide where to build factories, offices and stores, and this creates jobs. Developers use the census to build new 
homes and revitalize old neighborhoods. Local governments use the census for public safety and emergency preparedness. Residents use the 
census to support community initiatives involving legislation, quality-of-life and consumer advocacy. 
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LANCASTER TOWNSHIP  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Chairman:  Joe Plesniak, (Supervisor, Administra on & Planning) 

Vice‐Chairman: Kris Kniess, (Supervisor, Police Department) 

Dennis Kerr, (Supervisor, Road Department) 

Board of Supervisors Mee ng:  3rd Monday of each month at 6:00 PM 

Planning Commission Mee ng:  2nd Thursday of each month at 7:30 PM 
**AS REQUIRED** 

Lancaster Township Municipal Building:  (724) 452‐7213  
HOURS: TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, & THURSDAY 8:30AM—4:30PM 

MONDAY & FRIDAY: By Appointment 
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Lancaster Township actively pursues opportunities for grant funding. Grant funding exists through various channels within the 
Commonwealth and is administered through a multitude of programs. In recent years, grant funding has allowed the Township 
to pursue a Master Site Plan of Four Springs Park, replace playground equipment at Bauder Park, as well as work to create pas-
sive recreation opportunities at Four Springs Park. Be on the lookout for continued enhancements and beautification projects to 
occur at Bauder Park. The Township will also begin undergoing small initiatives to enhance Four Springs Park. With coopera-
tion from Mother Nature, a kick off or grand opening of sorts should be anticipated right around the corner for people to enjoy 
the newly installed walking trail. Efforts made by Lancaster Township to secure grant funding was successful and a grant was 
awarded that will allow for the installation of comfort stations to be placed around the walking trail. These will consist of 6 
benches and 3 trash receptacle stations. The benches will be placed in groups of 2 and will have a trash receptacle nearby. 
These will also have the ability to be sponsored allowing families or businesses the opportunity to honor or dedicate these prod-
ucts in the name of a loved one, business entity, or family name. Please be on the lookout for additional details as to legacy 
details that will be discussed by the Board of Supervisors in the coming months.  
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P a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n   


